
The 
Burmese 
Cat 

The Burmese is very friendly inquisitive cat with an outgoing, loving nature. It is highly intelligent,
affectionate and extremely loyal. It has been said that the Burmese are more like dogs than cats in
their behaviour. When encouraged from kitten hood, they will fetch. They will greet you at the door
when you come home and comfort you when you are ill or unhappy - they give unconditional love.

The Burmese is an upfront cat, not left out of where it is all happening. It's a participator - alert,
curious, intelligent, interfering and gregarious: you cannot ignore it! When you sit down, the
Burmese thinks you are offering him a warm and comfortable bed. When you kneel to weed the
garden, the Burmese will use your back as a vantage -point from which to observe the environment.
When you do your daily chores in the house, the Burmese will assume that your shoulder is the best
place from where tasks can be assisted.

The Burmese likes to explore the
environment. Anything that is
mechanical and moves makes a good
game for the Burmese. They
understand door handles very quickly,
and the owners often have to fit door
levers upside down. Height is not
deterrent. Very muscular, the Burmese
loves to jump on the tops of doors  and
surprise unwary visitors. Nevertheless,
Burmese do settle down a little bit as
they grow out of adolescence and they
can be trained by saying NO! kindly
and firmly, but you need to start early
and may need to persist, because the
Burmese are very strong-minded and
they effortlessly rule their families.

The social nature of the Burmese does mean that they need company - human and feline. If they are
left alone in the home during the daytime they will want to play all night and disturb the owner's
sleep, also they will find something to occupy their time. Unfortunately, what they consider fun we
call destructive. This principle applies to all cats, but with the more intelligent, social and active
breed such as Burmese, it is particularly important that they have company. A happy Burmese is a
blessing to the home; an unhappy one can disrupt the household.

The Burmese loves being with people, but also gets along well with other cats and even dogs. One
of its most endearing qualities is that it loves to perform tricks. It readily learns to retrieve a toy in a
very dog-like manner and earned the nickname "dog-cat" when it first appeared. The Burmese is a
talkative cat quite prepared to hold long conversations with its owners.



As kittens, Burmese are quite lively. They often seem clumsy when they attempt feats beyond their
capabilities and land on their rears with solid little thumps. They will be playful well into
adulthood, most of them remain active and playful during their whole life. As Burmese grow, their
high intelligence emerges and their own individual personalities start to unfold. They mature into
charming, resolute executives who move in and take over a household, running it efficiently with
those big eyes and a velvet paw. If encouraged, many Burmese converse with their humans, using
soft, sweet voices (they are neither loud nor raucous). They are good with children, will tolerate the
family dog, and if introduced to it at an early age as something pleasant, most will enjoy traveling
in a car.

Burmese are extremely people-oriented; their personalities are almost dog-like in a tendency to
shadow their owners and in a desire to give and receive affection. They love warm laps and
caressing hands and enjoy cuddling up in bed either under the covers or on top of their favorite
persons. They delight in helping to manage the house. Some of their favorite chores are assisting
with paper work or reading (by sitting on top of the material), or going into cupboards (to
demonstrate where things ought to be). Typically, Burmese are always with people. The females
tend to request center stage and take an active role in ruling the household. The males prefer to
supervise from the lap position, are more laid back and less opinionated. If emotionally slighted by
their owner's obtuseness, Burmese may sulk, but, fortunately, not for long. Burmese are entirely
trusting. Their idea of survival is to turn their soulful eyes on you to attend to all their needs. 


